
2023 COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER NOMINATIONS 

Nomination 1: Anne Guess 

Anne has been the Treasurer and a Committee member for Leighton-Linslade 
Carnival for a number of years, as well as being Treasurer and Committee member 
for a number of other groups in the community including Scouts, Friends of Tiddenfoot 
and the Music Centre.  
 
As well as her Carnival Treasurer responsibilities, Anne has “looked after” the Carnival 
Court for some 10 years, which involves organizing their clothing, hair, makeup etc 
both in advance and on the day. She also has been the chaperone on the Royalty float 
during this time. Unfortunately, in 2022 health has prevented Anne from being active. 
 
Anne has been part of the community for many years having lived here since her 
children were young and working at RAF Stanbridge. After retirement she used her 
time as a Councillor on both Town Council and South Beds DC, has been involved in 
Walking for Health, a Governor at a local Lower School and a leading member of the 
Town Twinning Association. 
 
Over her lifetime Anne has given much to our community, now age and health have 
overtaken her it is time for the community to recognize her. 
 
Nomination 2: Ian Summerfield 
 
Ian is a life long resident of Leighton Linslade and from an early age demonstrated his 
caring traits as a enthusiastic member of the 1st Leighton Buzzard Scout Group 
developing a leadership role and ultimately performing the duties of Scout Leader 
when a difficult situation developed in the group due to health issues. This was an 
early sign of things to come as Ian has developed a uncanny knack of being available 
to assist in a variety of situations both of a long term and dynamic nature. Ian in his 
early years also contributed to the sporting life of the town through playing and 
assisting at Leighton Buzzard RFC. 
  
However there was an unfortunate catalyst to what followed for Ian when his wife was 
diagnosed with MS early in their marriage but in true Ian spirit this proved to be  an 
opportunity to give not only to his wife but the community. Ian now played a major role 
in the Leighton Buzzard MS Society going on to and to this day remaining Chairman 
of the group which offers important help and advice in the local community.  
 
In true Ian style though this was not enough and he soon became involved with the 
Chiltern MS Centre in Wendover which serves the Leighton community and which has 
developed into a cutting edge facility for those with MS. Ian became a Trustee, chairing 
at least one sub committee and developing a passion for ensuring that every decision 
the Board of Trustees made should positively answer the question “ will the members 
benefit from these proposed changes” a real advocate of the patients, a role he 
continues to fulfill to this day. 
 
You would think all of this was enough but no – Ian is an active member of the Rotary 
Club of Leighton Linslade contributing to the clubs community events, driving the 
Santa Float, helping organize May Day Fayre and being a enthusiastic advocate of 
the clubs “Yes We Can” program to provide disability sport in the parish. 
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His involvement with Rotary additionally led to him becoming a Governor/ Trustee at 
Oak Bank Academy the SEMH school in Sandy Lane where over the last five years 
he has led on Health & Safety ( through the pandemic) before recently taking the Chair 
of the Finance and Audit Sub Committee  
 
I cannot think of many occasions if any when despite the stresses and strains of being 
a carer, he has not given freely of his time for others’ benefit and in particular the 
Leighton Buzzard community. 
 
Indeed in some ways Ian has also come full circle as he found his caring traits in 
Scouting and now one of his roles is as Chairman of Ist Leighton Buzzard Scouts. 
 
I have no hesitation in suggesting that Leighton Linslade would be a poorer community 
without his volunteering. 
 
 
 


